
Full-Day Kindergarten

• Studies on the benefits of full-day kindergarten are mixed.  
– Some studies indicate increased scores through grade 3, while others show no 

benefit.  
– Many of the studies show a leveling off of benefits by 3rd grade.

• In a comparison of similar NH school districts with full-day vs. half-day 
kindergarten, there was little difference in subsequent test scores. (In fact 
schools with a half-day program actually did slightly better.)

• The decision to implement full-day kindergarten is effectively a long-term 
commitment, with a corresponding long-term impact on costs.

• State subsidies for full-day kindergarten are guaranteed for the first year 
only.  After that, state subsidies could be reduced or eliminated.

• The full-day program would limit options for half-day kindergarten for 
parents who prefer that option.

The Budget Committee is opposed to implementing full-day kindergarten 
in the coming year:



Kindergarten Scenarios
Assumption Scenario #2 Scenario #3 Scenario #4

As Proposed Fewer students in 
year 1

No subsidy in 
future years

No subsidy +
fewer students

Current number of students 31 31 31 31

Projected number of students 40 31 40 31

Increase over half-day enrollment 9 0 9 0

GROSS Incremental Cost of Full-Day Kindergarten $        117,745 $        46,803 $       117,745 $        46,803 

Additional State Subsidy for half-day $          16,200 $                 - $        16,200 $                 -

Additional State Subsidy for full-day $          44,000 $          34,100 $                 - $                 -

NET Incremental Cost of Full-Day Kindergarten $          57,545 $          12,703 $       101,545 $       46,803 

Tax Rate Impact: Lyndeborough 0.08 0.02 0.14 0.07

Tax Rate Impact: Wilton 0.09 0.02 0.16 0.07

Tax Impact: Lyndeborough home valued at $235k $            18.80 $            4.15 $          33.17 $          15.29

Tax Impact: Wilton home valued at $208k $            18.72 $            4.13 $          33.03 $          15.23

Assumptions: furniture costs do not recur after year 1, but these are offset by increases in payroll & benefits.



Comparison of 3rd grade test scores for towns in NH served by 1 
elementary school:

Comparable districts with half-day 
kindergarten:

Comparable districts with full-day 
kindergarten:



http://www.macleans.ca/general/why-full-day-kindergarten-is-
failing-our-children/

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2158244012442677



https://www.schoolchoicenh.org/2017/04/06/full-day-vs-half-day-kindergarten/


